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Rcvzcu,cd by
- Arthur M. Cox

“The reviewer, ¢ former
Senior Fellow at the Brook-
ings Institution and @ spe-
cialist on international com-
munism, 1S @ consuliant,
writer and lecturer on for-
eign affairs.

& Iermann Zolling. Introduction by Hugh Trevor-
Roper and Preface to the American Edition by Andrew
Lulty.

{emhard Gehlen was &
azi g’cncral with an obses-
dve hatred of ‘communism
abho may have had more in-
uence on the course of the
¢old War than any other
han. Soviet articles refer to
Him as a fascist warmonger
who was the biggest single
ctor in the preveniion of
n Fast-West detente, These
wo books tell his extraordi-
ary story. .

From late 1941 to the end
£ the war Gehlen was Hit-
»r's chief of intellizence for
the U.S.S.1. and Eastern Eu-
flope.” Then, having arranged
. be captured by the Amoer-
ums he soon emerged as
1e principal source of CIA
ihtelligence £ r o m the com-
bunist  world  until 1955,
Fhen he became Chancellor
hdenauer's chief of intelli-
bence for the West German
Lepublic.,

| Gehlen was. one of the
vlanners of “Operation Bar-
arossa,” the 1941 German
hitack on the Soviet Union,
rhich sent Nazi divisions six
wandred- miles  into  the
[J.S.S.R. in seven weeks,,
placing 50 million Russians
pnder Hitler’'s rule. When
Cehien became chicf of in-
[ellipence for the Tasiern
bront,  he  immediately
began organizing a Russian
Wrmy of Liberation among
knti-Communist prisoners of
var and partisans. By the
pring of 1943 he had organ-
Jred thls army under Soviet
Gea., Andrei Vlassov, who
pad been captured by the
iermans and turned against
qm}in. Viassov and Gehlen
Pstimated that there were

Finti-Communist Russians

(iermans in the overthrow
of Btalin.

Bul  Gehlew’s plans ran
h.r‘nd--rm against
view that {he

Slavs were
sub-human

1indreds of {housands of:

prepared 1o join with the.

Hitler’s:

thould l)oAp.bomeg vVtErorP

¥
oF and mass exccution. At enced in their '1<s<essmﬂnt

“first Vlassov's propaganda
leaflets promising  good
trealment to deserters and
crplovment in the Viassov
movement produced massive
defections, but soon Hitler’s
ruthless treatment of the
Russians brought an end to
{that. Had Hitler nol been a
maniac, it is conceivable
that Gehlen’s plans would

have provided the basis for]

a German vielory in the
Fast, certainly a substantial
prolongation of the war.

. Geblen remained loyal to
]hllm, but sceing how the
war would end he made
plans for his future. He ar-
ranged to have all his intel-
livence files on the Soviey
Union packed ‘in 80 stecell
cases and hidden away unti

he could he captured by the,

U.S., Army. As Stalin's agj
ar essne program in Faslen
Furope, the Ralkans and
Jran began to unfold, it was
apparent to the Americang
that they were totally unpreg
pared, without intelligence
about the Soviets, Butl Geh-
jen was prepared and had
soon negotiated a remarka
ble deal in Washinglon giv
ing him authority to estab
lish an all-German intelli
gence apparatus with com
)lctc control over its per
sonnel. ‘

In the little village of Pul
Jach outside of Munich if
a large housing developfnon
formerly for 85 officerd,
Gen. Gehlen built a walleq
in headquarters for wha
was soon to become (he sp)
base of the Cold War, prd
viding the CIA with 70 pe
cent of its intelligence of
the U.S.8.R. and Fastern Fy
rope. Thus. in a matter o
months Hitler’s chiel .ant
Soviet spy lmd bhecome thp
Soviet expert for the Umw L
Slates.

There can be little doulf
that tho Soviets, fearing th

mme than ang

aseo

[1.S. pohcv by the fact that
Fiehlen was selected for this
‘ole, Dut there can be little
Houbt too that given Stalin’s
hooressive moves  the US.
\ould use the only availahle
Lource of intelligence. Prob-
bbly {he revisionist histori-
ans of the Cold War will be
Hebating for years t{he es-
Lence of the conclusion E. H,
Cookridge reaches in his
hook: “Whether we like il or
hot, Western  democracy
must be prepared in times
of danger to accept such
strance allies as Reinhard
Gehlen in defense against
totalitarianism.”
According to Cookridge,
who is a British author of
wany_ fine hooks on cspio-
naze, the CIA pumped over
$200° million into the Gehien
organization. But tha resulis
more than paid off. Amond
its sensational exploiis were
{he aceurate forccasts of the
Tast German uprisings in
1953. the Hungorian revolt
in 1936, and the Soviet inva-
sion  of Crzechoslovakia in
1963.

Gehlen secured the text of

Khrushchev's sceret speech
denouncing Stalin, and gavg
it to Allen Dulles, His intel]
ligenee operations exposed|
some of the most successful
Soviet secret agents. ITig

tfunnel the CIA dug int
Tast Berlin, where the main
telephone trunk lines lead
ing to Moscow and other
capitals in Itastern Europg
were  tapped for  nin
manths until this ineredibly
sucecssful operation was dis
covered. In June, 1967, CIA
Director Richard Helms wa

frem President Johuson by
prediction the exact date o
the six-day Tsracli attack it

Gen. Gehten.

head of German intelligencd
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cesses. The Communists be

plans led to ihe 600-yard.

able to make high marky.

the Niddle Fast, His source \

1t wasn't until he benam( g

o~

Telien, . was a Soviet double

aFent.
chmbined with changes in

|sm. He didwt scemn te e

Fsts, Even after the advent

Jtions

lrating ln% oxgamzatmn
hd planting fake informa-
tlon.” But the greatest blow
Gehlen was the discovery
1962 that his - chief of
unter-intelligence, Ifeinz
The TFelfe Affair,
erman political leadership
dnd ihe new technology of
1wy planes and satellites all
ontributed 1o the fading
Im)act of Gehlen, He 78
red in 1968 at 65.
Gehlen probably was the
Ispy of the century,” but his,
1|1“ht1§t plocllvmos and
figid anti-communism proba-
Hly contribnted to prolong-
g the most dangerous pe-
fiod of the Cold War and
nay have slowed the evolu-
fonary political process in
he 11.S.S.%. and Eastern FEu-
ope, A proponent of revolu-
on not .evolution, he be-
icved that all cormmunism
'as had and dreamed of war
etween the  US.  and
7.6.6.2. He ‘had no sympa-
hy for muatiopal commu-
hisim, Titoism, and revision-

Jicve that the political proc-
hss in Moscow and Fastern
surope  would allow for a’l
Liruggle for })0\‘ vor helween
he rightist Staiinisis and

he anti-Stalinist revision-

o K_hrushchev his opecra-
- continued - to give
weight to the arguments of
those Communist leaderd
who most feared the Ger
mans and who were most op-
posed to velaxing the Stalin
ist factics of tyranny cmd
terror.,
_Both of these books arg
lively reading, well docu
mented and cover essen
tially the same events. Thq
Cookridge book is hetter o1

but spy buffs may enjov thg
operational deta11 of “Th
General Was
Yohne and Zolling, two Geig

Der Spiegel.

ganized ‘and belter written].
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